Also, see the Near the Cross Emmaus website
An update from your Near the Cross board meeting this morning via Zoom. The April 2020 meeting was also held via
Zoom due to COVID precautions. We ask each person and their reunion group, to keep our Near the Cross community
in your prayers for guidance as decisions are made about our Emmaus community and the possibility of October walks.
An updated web site is in progress and will soon be unveiled for your use. The new website will allow you to join the
Prayer Vigil, to access pilgrim sponsor forms, the history of Emmaus in Arkansas, and names and contact information
of the board members. More information will be added as needed.
Team selection is in the works with the HOPE of October Walks. Be excited about the opportunity if you are contacted.
If you want to offer your services for this fall you may submit a work application. These are online. If it is determined that
the October Walks can proceed we will be ready with a full team. If it is decided the walks cannot proceed this fall, then
we will also be a step ahead for spring walks. In the big picture, if God has something BETTER in mind, we will
naturally and joyfully respond to His Plan that is higher than ours.
“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways,
And my thoughts than your thoughts.” Isaiah 55:8-9
We want to be obedient in whatever way God chooses to send forth His message.
“So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but
It shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.” Isaiah 55:11

God may actually have a plan that is better than ours. Imagine that!
“Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think,
According to the power that worketh in us, Unto Him be glory in the church by
Christ Jesus, throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.” Ephesians 3:20-21
This brings to mind the theme of the National Day of Prayer:
“For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord,
As the waters that cover the sea.” Habakkuk 2:14.
Please intentionally set aside some time on Thursday May 7, to pray for the United States of America.

As most of you are well aware, the National Day of Prayer is an annual national observance established in public law in
1952 and observed publicly on the First Thursday in May since 1988. Regardless of the unprecedented challenges that
our nation is facing today, due to the covid-19 outbreak, it will not be cancelled nor postponed; but will look very different
from years past. While the number of people gathering in-person may be different this year, the prayers we pray will be
multiplied and amplified through new and creative approaches, combined with unprecedented access to digital
platforms. In homes, neighborhoods, communities, cities, and states our National Day of Prayer coordinators are
planning to mobilize millions in unified, public prayer for America. The events vary from state to state, and you can find
out what is happening in your area by visiting www.nationaldayofprayer.org/events
In addition to the events being held in local communities, the NATIONAL OBSERVANCE BROADCAST will take place
on May 7th from 8 to 10 pm EST (7-9 pm CST). Leading the night will be Kathy Branzell, President of the National Day
of Prayer Task force, and Will Graham of the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association. Other guest speakers will be:
Bishop Harry Jackson, Michael W. Smith, Nick Hall, Robert Morris, Senators Lankford, Chris Coons, Tim Scott and
Representative Emanual Cleaver, Luis and Andrew Palau, Billy Wilson, Pat Robertson, and many more. It will be
broadcasted, streamed, and posted in various ways including on the National Day of Prayer website, Facebook Live
stream, National Day of Prayer - Home and cross posted on many ministry partner websites. It also can be viewed on
television on GodTV, Daystar, with more stations to come, and on radio through Moody, Bott, and Salem Radio
Networks. You can also find the link for the broadcast on the National Day of Prayer website and stream it out to the
members of your group, organization through Facebook, Zoom, YouTube or other video-streaming platforms.
https://www.nationaldayofprayer.org/promotional_tools
This year’s theme, “Pray God’s Glory Across the Earth” reminds us “the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the
glory of the Lord as waters that cover the sea” is for us today. Task Force President, KathyBranzell, put it this way,
“Unprecedented times call for unprecedented prayer! This year’s ‘virtual’ National Day of Prayer Observance may have
more prayer and more pray-ers than ever before!” CALLING OUR NATION TO PRAYER
Another resource, Families Pray for our Nation, by Claude King is available on the National Day of Prayer website.
One more, a Facebook Live Special Event, a time of worship, prayer, and testimony with special guest Mandisa
On Tuesday May 5th at 7 pm Central Time in preparation for the National Day of Prayer.
The Upper Room recommends finding time to pray and reconnect with God. Calm your mind and listen for God’s still,
small voice in the midst of the tumult around you. Find resources to help you keep - or create- spiritual wellness.
We invite you to visit COVID-19 resources - devozine - The Upper Room
Many other ministries are offering resources
Pastor Rick's Daily Hope a daily devotion
Seedbed: Homepage daily devotion
John Maxwell – Start Your Personal Growth Journey with John … leadership resources and a daily word
Our Daily Bread a daily devotion
Decision Magazine a ministry of the Billy Graham association
On a personal note, I had a daily practice of listening to one of these devotions in the mornings as I got ready for work.
Then, I realized I needed the actual Word of God more than a word from man. I started listening to the Word of God in
an audio format. What a difference this has made, I feel like I hear from God himself, because I am listening to Him, and
the Power of His Word. Other devotionals are good supplements, His Word is Best. Worship music also helps me.
One of my favorites these days is Waymaker. The song speaks of God as the ‘Waymaker, Promise Keeper, Light in the
Darkness. Even when we can’t see that He is Working, He is Working. Even when we can’t feel it, He is Working’.
Chorus: ‘I Worship You, I Worship You’. Michael W. Smith - Waymaker ft. Vanessa ... - YouTube this is one version. I
encourage you to take a few minutes and listen to it. You will be encouraged to Worship God!
May 7 National Day of Prayer May 10 Mother’s Day May 31 Pentecost celebrating the gift of the HOLY SPIRIT

