May 30, 2020

Near the Cross Emmaus: Home

COME, HOLY SPIRIT, FILL THE HEARTS OF YOUR FAITHFUL
And Kindle in us the fire of Your love.
Send forth Your Spirit, and we shall be created.
And You shall renew the face of the earth.
O, GOD, who by the light of the HOLY SPIRIT did instruct the hearts of the faithful,
Grant that by the same HOLY SPIRIT we may be truly wise and ever enjoy Your consolations
Through JESUS CHRIST our LORD, AMEN.

PRAYER TO THE HOLY SPIRIT:

Remember? this Emmaus prayer before each talk? Do you think we should pray it again?
Psalm 104:30, “Send forth thy spirit, & they are created: & renew the face of the earth.”
May 31, 2020 is PENTECOST SUNDAY. A time of remembrance and celebration of the coming
of the Holy Spirit as recorded in Acts chapter 2 KJV, verses 1-4: “And when the day of Pentecost
was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from
heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.
And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they
are all filled with the HOLY GHOST, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them
utterance.” Please join with thousands of believers who are seeking God to fill believers once
again as we cry out for a Great Awakening! Chapter 2 of Acts reminds us in verses 38- 39, “Then
Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and to
your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.”
ALERT notice: A NATIONAL CALL TO PRAY HAS just BEEN ISSUED FROM THE NATIONAL
DAY OF PRAYER TASK FORCE AND THE BILLY GRAHAM ASSOCIATION AND OTHER
NATIONAL PRAYER LEADERS. Franklin Graham has requested that churches across America
pray for the nation on Pentecost Sunday in response to the violent protests nationwide. He shared
this, “As our nation convulses with pain, anger, and hatred, this is a moment for Christians to shine
for our Lord, who is the Prince of Peace.” He asks us to pray for Peace, for Perspective, for
Patience, and for an Outpouring of God’s wisdom and direction for our leaders and officials who are
dealing with this crisis and to ask God to change hearts and heal this divide in our nation.
“ Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.” I John 4: 11 KJV.

Gundel Martin submitted this article as preparation is being made for upcoming walks:
“The Walk to Emmaus is an interdenominational movement that brings together people who
are seeking to know God better. The intent of Emmaus is to present an interdenominational and
transformational time away to enable a person to become more intentional about his or her
relationship with God. The purpose of transforming and revitalizing lives in Christ must not be taken
lightly. Therefore it is essential that each team member be fully grounded in the theory and practice
of unconditional love, or agape love, as expressed through one’s attitudes and actions toward
others. Agape love is unconditional, or sacrificial love, the self sacrificing love of God for the people
of God and of the people of God for God. Just as Jesus’ ways of teaching were many and varied, so
also are the many forms of agape found throughout the weekend. All tangible items of agape & all
anonymous acts of servanthood are intended to be signs of God’s grace and unconditional love.
Agape comes in the form of prayer agape, their letters, food agape, table agape and bed agape.
All of these forms of agape are important . . . most importantly, prayer. Therefore it is very
important that we sign up for the 72 hour prayer vigil. Bed and table agape describe a creative
assortment of gifts that are placed on the tables, bed, and pillows of each participant throughout
the weekend. These tangible, small, uniform and inexpensive gifts of agape are produced for each
participant by reunion groups or individual community members prior to the weekend. These gifts
symbolize that God’s love is approachable and available to everyone. Cost of these gifts should be
kept to a minimum and creativity should be maximized. Everyone can make agape . . . everyone.
Make sure to only put your reunion group name or your church name on the agape. No personal
names please. Make 24 items for pilgrims only for bed agape and 60 items for table agape (kitchen
tables). You should have a great time working together for the good of others! Declores!” from
Gundel Martin. Thank you for these reminders.
While many reunion groups meet via ZOOM or by phone with a time for prayer and going
through the reunion accountability card, You can reach out to your friends, neighbors, local church
& work associates with tokens of agape! Agape, the sharing of love through acts of kindness &
concern, extends into your 4th day experiences of reaching people for God’s Kingdom. Consider a
word of encouragement to you pastor. Bed agape to your own family. An unexpected food item to a
coworker. Holy Spirit, Create within us ways to show Your love & grace around the world.
For additional information about the Near the Cross Walk to Emmaus community or a question
please see website Near the Cross Emmaus You will find the web page has been updated with a
new look with information on reunion groups, work applications, board member contact info, etc.
Please pray for the decisions regarding the October Walks as the board meets on June 6th.

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful. Kindle in us the fire of Your love. In Jesus name

